Major Nick Sully, outgoing commander, Hurlburt Field Florida.
Good morning ladies and gentlemen.  Good morning men of Hawk 67.  I am honored to be the guest speaker for this graduation ceremony.  I share this podium with a distinguished list of previous speakers.  Men such as Buddy McArthur, TSgt Eric Brandenburg, Doctor Charles Merkel, “Butterfly 44” Doctor Charlie Jones, and too many others to name here.  This is a group of combat warriors who have collectively killed more commies and booger eating Islamic terrorists than heart disease.  I am humbled to be in such company.  Although he could not be here, I would like to thank the Hawk Flight instructor supervisor, TSgt Rankin, for this opportunity.
Men, you have passed an incredibly difficult test.  Today you join the ranks of the baddest men on the DoD payroll.  For today at least, revel in your accomplishment.
As I participate in my final graduation as the TACP school commander and prepare to return to Fort Benning and the Ranger regiment, my words are as much personal motivation as they are to pass along my thoughts to you.  This morning, I will offer some advice, and then I will discuss modern warfare with you.    
Advice number one:  Volunteer for everything.  Beetle Bailey wasn’t a TACP.  When you see a squared away ROMAD with a bunch of badges on his chest, you can be assured he volunteered for every opportunity that came along.  Every new challenge is an opportunity for experience.  Your career field demands flexibility and your experience provides options.
Advice number two:  Don’t take “no” for an answer.  I’ll give you an example.  In 1989 I went to the Air Force recruiter in Klamath Falls, Oregon.  I was wearing work boots and undoubtedly had grease under my fingernails and hay in my hair.  When I told him I wanted to become an officer in the United States Air Force and fly airplanes, the recruiter laughed and told me, “Son, you don’t have a prayer of becoming an Air Force officer, let alone getting to fly.”  That pissed me off.  Anger is sometimes a good motivator.  If I had taken “no” for an answer, I wouldn’t be speaking here today, and I’m still dodging naysayers and exercising my “skin the cat” techniques to this day.  There will always be people only too eager to throw up roadblocks in front of you.  Whether it be a school, commission, promotion, whatever – if you are persistent, look for ways around hurdles and don’t take “no” for an answer, you will get your opportunity.
Advice number three:  Out army the Army.  The respect you get from soldiers will be earned, not given.  You earn that respect by being not only the air power experts you are, but also by being better at their jobs than they are.  Take every opportunity possible to train with your Army unit on the basics; combat medicine, marksmanship and small unit tactics or advanced skills.  Use above advice #1 and #2 to get into Army schools whenever possible.  The trust and respect you earn will be immeasurable.
Advice number four:  Keep faith with your comrades.  Always shoulder more than your share of the burden, as the Rangers say “100 percent and then some.”  You cover his back, he covers yours.  Your life for his, his life for yours.  That’s the deal.
Advice number five:  Maintain your radio.  Comm is life.  With good comms, you can wreak death and destruction on the enemy, killing them by the hundreds.  Without it, you are simply another rifleman with 20 extra pounds of gear in your ruck.  Know your radio inside and out.  Like your baby, keep it clean and dry and warm and fed with fresh batteries.  Lastly, always get radio checks before you depart on an operation.
I would like to share my thoughts on war.  Modern warfare is vastly different from the largely conventional conflicts of World War 2, Korea, Vietnam and Desert Storm.  President George W. Bush made the comment just before last year’s elections that the war on terrorism was unwinnable.  He took a lot of heat for saying it, but he was right on the money.  There will be no V - E Day, nor V - J Day, nor unconditional surrender ending the war on terrorism.  As long as there are two mangy terrorists in some tiny cave in Indonesia, eating bugs and praying for the day to kill Americans, the war continues.  “The price of liberty is eternal vigilance”.  Realizing the fact that you will spend your entire careers at war, I offer you some further insight into what you will experience during combat operations.  In my experience, the most difficult thing about war is not combat itself.  There are many other experiences which will test your resolve.
You will be ordered by your leaders to kill our enemies, and then questioned by those same leaders for the manner in which you killed them.
You will witness Hollywood, the media, and even some of our elected officials give aid and comfort to the enemy and undermine support for the war on terrorism while at the same time proclaiming that they “support the troops.”
You will watch news reports from home and read American newspapers and wonder if the negative crap they are reporting is the same war you are fighting and winning decisively.
You will adhere to rules of engagement and the Geneva Convention without fail while fighting an enemy that does not, yet forever suffer comparisons to the so called prisoner abuses at Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay.
You will watch your buddies die, then have their memory soiled by hearing the likes of Ted Rall say that they were idiots and deserved death.

You will live in conditions which would be deemed cruel and unusual punishment for even the worst of America’s criminals, yet tolerate claims from some civilians that you’ve got it too easy and calls for cuts in your combat pay and survivor benefits.
So knowing this, why will you fight?  You will fight because you know the truth -- either we kill them on foreign soil or we kill them here in our own backyards.  If we’re forced to kill them here, it will be left to people who are not as good at it as you are, and the terrorists will have already slit the throats of those who are dear to us in the name of Allah.
You will fight because the cause is worthy and in times of crisis, great men take action.
There is a scene in the movie “Gladiator” where Maximus is talking to Caesar just after defeating the Germanic army.  He says “I have seen much of the rest of the world.  It is brutal and cruel and dark.  Rome is the light.”  

I too have seen much of the rest of the world, and indeed it is brutal and cruel and dark.  America is the light!  In spite of all our imperfections and our infighting, America stands as a lone beacon of freedom.  That freedom has withstood many threats in 229 years.  It has survived through the sacrifice of patriots.  The American people now entrust you to defend their freedom.  
In the words of our great commander-in-chief, President George W. Bush, “Freedom and fear are at war.  The advance of human freedom – the great achievement of our time, and the great hope of every time – now depends on us.  Our nation – this generation – will lift a dark threat of violence from our people and our future.  We will rally the world to this cause by our efforts, by our courage.  We will not tire, we will not falter and we will not fail.”
Men, let us now go forth and defend America’s freedom.
May God bless America.
